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This is the 1st issue of Kumekucha bulletin this year (2006); the major focus of this bulletin is to highlight different roles the youth are involved in and to promote their activities.

Kumekucha continues to be involved in youth activities ranging from life skills training, behavioral change, and entrepreneurship development all geared towards creating sustainable livelihood among the youth. 

The coordinator continues to open doors for more youth involvement in upgrading their lives. Currently more volunteers have joined this pool of young change makers within Eastlands. 
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The Kumekucha Self Help Group Coordinator (ms Caroline Okello) in the office

The theme of Kumekucha is “Friends – supporting, helping and marching together to meet challenges in the community”. As this theme suggests the organization has managed to give young girls in Little Angels informal school an opportunity to have a relatively comfortable learning environment by donation of learning materials. Currently we organize school essay completion among the local government schools to mould youths positively into the society. The same hand was extended to Bahati street children rehabilitation centre when the organization extended its program there to include talent shows in educational and entrepreneurship skills.

(PICTURE OF COMMUNITY EVENT)

On going projects 

Kumekucha is involved in different initiates especially workshops whose major concern is teaching youths on responsible living, sustainable development, entrepreneurship.

These workshops have been of great help to youths living in Eastland’s areas especially in teaching them on how to sustain a group, helping groups to grow and also encouraging youths to live positively in their communities.


Changing lives

The organization has introduced a project among its students, the computer students in every intake come up with a community project that with the help of the organization is to be implemented by the youths themselves. The first class, July -September intake was involved in expanding the rehabilitation centers situated within Makadara by donating foodstuffs, clothing and counseling those children’s in this rehabilitation centers.

Incubation 

Kumekucha has for a long time tried its hand on incubating youth organizations in the area, to solidify this move it is currently working closely with   Kenya Youth Foundation (KYF), which is a national organization mostly, involved in youth policy and mobilization

The vision of KYF is:
The vision articulated is reflected in the choices and options of Kenya Youth Foundation and it is being guided by the conviction that for Sustainable Development to be achieved, youth's participation at policy and development for is vital. This vision can be summarized as " A country in which Social and Economic justice prevail from the local level where youths/youth associations are involved in the decision making process with other stakeholders in policy development for national governance has high chances of realizing Sustainable Development." 

Jobs skills 

Kumekucha has a computer project whose basic purpose is to train youths on use of office tools i.e. the basic packages for one to attain a computer operator’s certificate. This is to be an additional skill for job seekers, as in the country one of the requirements of each job is computer knowledge and also for self employed for easy management of their records and transactions. Here one is taught six packages at a fee of 1000/=. These packages include introduction to computers, Microsoft disk operating system, Microsoft word, Microsoft excel, Microsoft access and also Microsoft PowerPoint. Our computer lessons are practical oriented. Students are exposed to more hours of practical computer use complimented by theory.

The computer lessons runs for a period of 3 months after which the student is subjected to an examination.

At year-end there is a graduation ceremony in which students who attended computer lessons in the course of that year are reunited. Kumekucha being a family of youths, during this ceremony most of the youth tell of what they have been doing with themselves after attaining computer knowledge. Also they tell of their experiences, observations and areas in which we can improve Kumekucha to draw more youths and also expand our base of operation.

Pictures of one of the graduation Ceremony
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Certificate presentation.

[image: image3.jpg]



The graduating class of 2004
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Students exchanging ideas prior to graduation
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A youth  making an observation during the graduation

[image: image6.jpg]



SDO Speech by Thomas (from Social Divisional officer’s office, makadara) 

KUMEKUCHA?

By George Ongere
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What rings on your mind when you meet such a painting on Vera view building, which is some distance from KCB building? I know you might wonder what that word might mean. You may find questions like, if its Kumekucha; do they function in the afternoon when it’s no longer Kumekucha? Or rather you might think that some crazy people sit in that office on the second floor of Vera view building that don’t know that Kumekucha is a Kiswahili word meaning “ dawn or sunrise”.

Maybe you might be right to some extent, but at the moment you are totally 

Kumekucha has indeed been performance as its name; “wake up call” youths are trained to see obstacles as point of change in their lives. The obstacles block the youths towards developing ideas and creativity that is available in them. Yes, the youths were not in a position to utilize the talents that God had freely given them.

Hence Kumekucha’s involvement of the youths in activities that are aimed towards appreciation of their talents is a broad step. 

So if you as youth thought that the world was all done for the youths, through participation in the activities that Kumekucha carries out, you might find that the obstacles you meet in the current society is just a chance for you to learn how to become self-sufficiency through determination.

Read the lives of successful people. They suffered but above all learned that obstacles are to be overcomed. Charles Dickens was a successful writer and became famous, but have read his autobiography and found out the life under which he lived in? Israel vibrations the famous reggae artists stayed in the ghetto until they got polio, but where are they now? They are being driven. The life they encountered was just but a test that through determination everything is possible.

Nevertheless at Kumekucha, our commitment is to provide a conducive atmosphere where youths can share amongst themselves and map out how to deal with their challenges and to better their living standards of living. This is to the view of making the world a better place for all.

Now what’s your motivation? Do you need the sunrise (Kumekucha) that has come at the appropriate time when you needed it? Or do you want to sink in the darkness that was there before? The ball is on your court; you either shoot it direct to the goal by utilizing the chance at Kumekucha or shoot it outside the goal by holding onto yourself.


Success Update of Kumekucha

· Through Kumekucha’s help most of the boys at Bahati children’s home have been instilled with a high sense of discipline.

· Also through kumekucha’s help six boys from Bahati children’s home managed to attain good grades through which they joined secondary school.

· Since the inception of computer classes over 170 students have gone through Kumekucha to attain basic ICT skills.

· Some students have been able to further their studies in information technology after completing the basic computer operators course

Workshops

YEAR 2004 

· JANUARY / FEBRUARY 2004

In collaboration with the Youth Campaign Against Drugs Aids and Sex YCADAS, Kumekucha members visited the bahati rehabilitation center for workshop on how drug abuse can lead to sexually transmitted infections and other social misconducts in the society.

· MARCH / APRIL 2004

With the youth from Makongeni estate kumekucha held a workshop on “obstacles to fulfillment of our dreams”. The conclusion that was drawn from was that the dreams and ambitions we have must have a game plan. Otherwise, you will end up overworking ourselves. As youth the parents see us a symbol of hope. The determination we have must have action to a fulfillment.

· In summary in the year 2004 eight workshops were held.

Year 2005

· MAY / JUNE 2005 

Kumekucha started a micro finance project to enable some of the youth who have benefited from kumekucha to start small businesses. They are given start up capital, which they are supposed to pay back on a monthly basis. The first beneficiary received shs. 3000 of which he used to buy a pushcart to start selling sausages. He always does the repayment of the loan on a monthly basis.

· JULY / AUGUST 2005

Make contact with an informal girls school (Angel Girls Educational and Rehabilitation center) in one of the slum areas. 

Donated a bell and 2 balls to the school to improve the learning and extra curriculum in the school.

Hosted the Global Youth Action Network, African Focal point coordinator, Mr. Pierre from Southern Africa.

· SEPTEMBER / OCTOBER 2005

Hosted the first youth volunteer community activity, which was visitation to one to of the community rehabilitation center. The volunteers donated clothes to the boys at the center.

Sample of Youth Views

KUMEKUCHA’S VISIT TO BAHATI REHERBILITATON CENTRE 

                       
By Jagofre

It was the afternoon of Friday September 16, 2005. We the Kumekucha group saw it wise to see their brothers who were rehabilitated at Bahati rehabilitation Centre. The place is situated at a cool place in Bahati estate. At first when we entered, we thought it was a school that taught discipline because the boys there had maximum respect. And it was a surprise when I was informed that those were the brothers we were about to talk to.

Infact this gave me a lot of challenge. My expectations were that we were to find rude boys who had still not rehabilitated from the funny tactical experience from the ghetto. The boys were serious with everything they did and treated everybody with due respect. And when our time reached to give them the speeches we had, they gave us their ears keenly and some took notes. That’s when I realized that those boys knew what took them there. They asked us questions that were geared towards the future and shared with us burdens that they came across in their daily lives. And this made a cry to come to me.

This cry told me that there are some brains out there in the streets that still can be made to realize that there is something worth for the future. Young brains are out there whose brains have been robbed and involved in bad activities. A child of less than ten years left out there in the streets to feed himself. A child of less than ten years is out there walking on the garbage looking for the spoilt left over of food stuffs throw by those who have. Lets have mercy and give the young souls the tool to fight the kind of fate that has befallen them.
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Kumekucha Library
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Part of the library

Poems Corner

By George

Just a passer by

Along the track that leaves Jogoo road,

And runs in between KCB building,

And Uchumi super market on the other side,

I was taking a walk, after being disappointed,

By a company manager in industrial area,

Who boldly said “no vacancy for the youth”.

Hence maybe to nurse over my desperation,

I saw it wise to take that simple walk,

Just a simple walk; hoping to find someone,

Who could tell me that it was not real,

That there was a plot;

To make youths become extinct.

I passed the tall KCB building,

And looking at the healthy faces, 

That lined up to withdraw huge amounts,

And wishing that one-day, one time,

The youths will inherit the earth,

And the desperate youths I meet in industrial area,

Will be lining up the same, ready to withdraw large cash.

I reached a building called ‘VERA VIEW’,

And I was about to pass when a painting hit my eyes.

KUMEKUCHA, I read wondering what it could be.

I proceeded to check my watch and wow!

It was four o’clock in the evening.

I just decided to enter the building,

And inform whoever was there,

That it was no longer Kumekucha.

But what happened when I entered Kumekucha,

I found out that it had Kumekucha on me,

Because the ideas I found on Kumekucha,

Made me realize that it was ‘sunrise’

That had come for the youths

To exploit the talents they had

And make them become whole again.

By James Ouma-Odhiambo
A Helping Hand

Though different and apart we are

We all need one another

Just like a pair of scissors

That must grind at each other

To cut at a piece of clothe.

Let us put aside our differences

Those divisive inferences

All of us need the support and love

We are here, no need to look above

Now that we are near.

Let us not look at our weaknesses

Let us look at our combined strength

Win or lose let us look at the bigger picture

And not at our down fall

we need each other like a pair of scissors.




PROMOTE YOUNG BUSINESS, BUY DETERGENT, SHAMPOO, CARPET CLEANER, MADE BY YOUR BROTHER, SON, ETC…..FRO SAMPL,E VISIT KUMEKUCHA OFFICE OR CALL GEORGE WAGAKA 99000---0999
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